
Prayers of Intercession 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for every life that has been born from 
above and is now in union with Christ Jesus our Head and Saviour. 
Guard and guide each one, and protect their hearts and minds from 
the deceit and lies that only come for the devil. Guide each one we 
pray, into the way of truth and give them wisdom and sound 
judgement, to recognise the workings of the mystery of iniquity.  
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, we pray for those in sickness.  Lord visit them in 
mercies and compassion. We ask you to ease their pain and heal the 
damage done to them in body, mind or spirit.  We know that sickness 
and suffering, pain and death is a reality in life. Yet a life that is 
surrendered to You is one that is able to give thanks to You in 
everything, knowing that You are able and willing to be with us and 
uphold us in every area of life, for Your grace is sufficient in all and 
every situation.  
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 

Heavenly Father, thank you for your great love for the church. We 
pray that your people would have unity amid diversity and would love 
each other faithfully regardless of culture or background. We ask that 
your church would produce mature disciples of Jesus who would 
spread the gospel message across the world. We pray that you would 
raise up godly and reliable leaders to shepherd your people. Together 
we make up the body of Christ and are united together in Him. 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer. 

Hymn: H&P 389 From thee all skill and science flow or  

StF 4 Father in heaven, grant to your children mercy… 

Blessing  

May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, keep our 
hearts and minds in his love, now and forever. Amen 
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Call to Worship 

 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. 
Let Israel say: “His love endures forever.” Let the house of Aaron 
say: “His love endures forever.” Let those who fear the LORD 

say: “His love endures forever.”  (Psalm 118, verse 1 to 4,  NIV) 

 

Hymn: StF 181 / H&P 79 Of the Father’s love begotten 

 

Prayers of Adoration, Thanksgiving and Confession 

 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, One in three and three in one, we 

adore you. For you are light in our darkness; you are the calm in 

our turmoil; you are the wealth in our poverty; the meaning in our 

pointlessness; the hope in our despondency; the meaning in our 

being. For all of this and so much more, we worship you. 

Gracious God, for all you have poured out upon us, we give you 

thanks. For your Word that has inspired and fed your people; for 

those who had vision to record it, skill to translate it and presence 

to share it, we give you thanks. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we come to you in sorrow for our selfishness, 

in regret for our greed, in despair over our blindness and deafness 

to the needs of those around us.  With penitent hearts we seek 

your forgiveness, and your blessing to make us more generous, 

more giving, more able to see, and more willing to listen. Amen.   

 

The Lord’s Prayer 



Bible Reading: 1 Kings 17: 8 - 16 

Hymn: StF 398 / H&P 326 There’s a spirit in the air 

Reflection: 

In Bible, the story of the prophet Elijah is a fascinating one.  When 
we read his story in 1 Kings, Chapter 18, he challenged 450 priests 
of Baal at Mt. Carmel, when the whole nation of Israel turned their 
backs on God.  He prayed, with God’s mighty power, fire fell from 
Heaven burning the sacrifice on the altar.  When the people of 
Israel saw this miracle, “they fell on their faces: and they said, The 
LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God,” (1 Kings 18:39).  

Elijah is a great prophet, bringing God’s people returning to Him. 
However, the spotlight of the story in today’s scripture is not on 
Elijah.   Before the preceding story, Elijah was driven by God to 
Zarephath.  It was a place of barrenness because of drought. No 
dew nor rain fell on the land at that time except at God’s word. God 
told Elijah that He had directed a widow there to feed him.  Upon 
his arrival, Elijah discovered that the widow was so short of food, 
that she was unlikely to be the source of hospitality. In fact, she 
was preparing to die with her son after consuming her last meal (1 

Kings 17: 12). In response to Elijah’s request for food, she told him 
her plan and that she was in a hopeless situation. 

After hearing about the widow’s plan, Elijah gave the widow a 
promise of God. He said: “Don’t be afraid … But first make a small 
loaf of bread for me… and then make something for yourself and 
your son. For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘ The 
jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until 
the day the Lord sends rain on the land’” (1 Kings 17:13-14). The 
widow did as Elijah had told her. So there was food for Elijah, the 
widow and her son every day.  

The widow was in great poverty. She would be afraid that after her 
last meal was consumed by the prophet, nothing was left for her 
and her son. Regardless of her fear, she obeyed the command of 
God and had trust on the promise of God. Her faith was even 

greater than the faith of Elijah.  She was referred by Jesus as an 
example of faith in God (Luke 4:25-26).  

The story of the widow reminds me the situation we are facing in 
our Chinese Methodist churches.  In the North East region, there 
are 3 Chinese Methodist Churches located in Newcastle, Durham 
and Middlesbrough.  

Durham Chinese Church used to have 1 minister and 3 lay 
workers. Unfortunately, the minister retired on 1st September, 
while the other 2 lay workers left on the same day.  There is no 
replacement for them in foreseeable future.  On the other hand, 
attendance in Newcastle Chinese Methodist Church has doubled 
in the past 9 months due to the influx of Hong Kong BNO migrants.  
The church has a great increase in workload and thus has no extra 
resources to support Durham church’s ministries. In the 
circumstances, Middlesbrough Chinese Church has to shoulder 
most of the supporting role for Durham Chinese Church.  

I’m the Pastoral worker of Middlesbrough Chinese Methodist 
Church. Our church size is only one third of Durham Church and 
one fifth of Newcastle church. We have the least resources 
amongst the three. During the pandemic, some members have 
stopped coming to our church and our resources have been 
shrunk to a great extent. To cope with the situation in Durham, we 
have to exert all possible effort.  Praise the Lord, every member in 
our church is so supportive and willing to share our work. We see 
unity in our church.  With great support from our members, I could 
spare some capacity to preach and run the fellowship in Durham 
church.  

Our church is just like the widow in today’s story. We are not well 
off, and could barely maintain our basic need. However, when God 
directed us to help others, we simply obey his command and trust 
God’s promise.  We sure that no matter how much we offer to 
others, our jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not 
run dry.  

Jehovah-jireh, the Lord will provide. Amen. 
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