
God, do you weep over us 

because we have not understood 

nor accepted your Son as our Lord? 

Do you despair of us, 

that we shall never find the way that leads to peace 

but always end up in conflict? 

Do you wonder when we will learn 

to follow the teachings of Jesus 

and live in harmony? 

We know the answer; 

we still cause you to weep. 

Forgive us, Lord 

Hymn StF 714 The God who sings a new world into being  

Closing Responses 

We tell your story, we follow in your footsteps; 

Lead us into Holy Week. 

We walk towards the city, we wait in the garden; 

Lead us onto holy ground. 

We journey towards death, we hope for resurrection; 

Lead us into holy joy. 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________ 
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PALM SUNDAY SERVICE 

Jesus Laments over Jerusalem 

Traditionally, on Palm Sunday, we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem. According to the Gospels, two other significant 

events happened on that day: the cleansing of the temple and Jesus’ 

lament over Jerusalem. Given our present circumstances and 

following last week’s Passion Sunday theme, this service will 

concentrate on Jesus’ weeping over Jerusalem. 

Opening Responses 

Jesus, riding on a donkey, 

We welcome you. 

Jesus, cleansing the temple, 

We worship you. 

Jesus, lamenting over Jerusalem, 

We weep with you 

Hymn StF 262  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 

Prayer 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Lord, with the people of Jerusalem, 

and with Christians the whole world over, 

we acclaim you as our king. 



 

If we had been there that morning, 

we would have spread our cloaks at your feet, 

waved our palm branches over your head, 

worshipped you as the Messiah. 

 

As we worship you this morning, 

we offer ourselves in your service, 

we adore you with our whole heart, 

we worship you as our Saviour                                (Donald Hilton) 

 

 

Reading: Luke 19: 41-44 

 

Reflection 

You’re watching the news. It’s a harrowing item. And suddenly, tears 

are running down your face. Born of anger, pity, frustration and 

despair. A very human reaction. But also something divine. Such 

tears lead us to the heart of Godhead. Our God is a God who weeps, 

born of his passion for the world. He longs for its well-being: he 

laments its suffering and pain. 

Following Jesus into Jerusalem, we suddenly notice him stop, the 

tears running down his face. For whom did he weep that day? 

- for the powerful, the harm they do to themselves and to others; 

- for leaders, willfully unconcerned about the effects of their policies; 

- for the oppressed, voiceless victims regarded as collateral damage; 

- for society, blind to the things that make for peace and shalom; 

- for the religious, knowing so little of God; 

- for his nation, hurtling headlong into a dangerous future. 

For whom would Jesus lament today? 

But he not only wept.  

He went to his cross of wood and died.  

Such his passion. Such his love!. 

 

 

Lighting a candle                           

We light a candle as we 

silently pray for all those on 

our heart. 

 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=481267626

