
Prayers during week commencing 19th July 2020 

Almighty God, 

As many ordinary activities begin 
again, I want to pause a moment 
longer with you.  

What do you want me to do at 
this moment in time?  I have 
plenty of ideas, but what do you 
want of your church right now? 

Guide my words, my listening, 
my actions and my expressions of 
love, one step at a time, today, 
tomorrow and until my work on 
earth is done. 

May all I do be to your praise and 
your glory, may I help to build 
your kingdom and may nothing I 
do stand in the way of others as 
they come to know you, 

In the name of Jesus my Lord, 

Amen 

A Summer 2020 Prayer 
 
Sea, sun, shells, 
Rest, relaxation, reading, 
Vacation, volunteering, vocation. 

Awareness, anxiety, abuse. 
Insult, injustice, inequality. 
Need, neglect, necessity. 

Pain, poverty, prejudice. 
Love, laughter, liveliness. 
Hunger and hope. 

Lord, our resources are not fairly 
shared; our society does not 
offer equal opportunities for all; 
many have much while many 
others have little. 

Help me to be generous with 
your love, generous with my 
time and resources, extravagant 
in sharing your grace in this 
community.   Amen 

 

Rhythm of Prayer 

Prayer at the end of the day: You were there at my rising. You were present 

in the noise and in the silences of today, in work and in rest. You blessed me 

as I ate.  You were there in the presence of others and when I was alone. I 

can see you as I look back.  Tomorrow, dear God, help me to notice you as 

we walk together.  Amen 

 

Bible passages are quoted from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, 

copyright © 1989, 1995 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

SHARING IN PRAYER FOR OUR DISTRICT AND OUR WORLD  

O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 

For it was you who formed my inward parts; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

    test me and know my thoughts. 

See if there is any wicked way in me, 

    and lead me in the way everlasting. 

Psalm 139: 1, 13, 23-24 

 

There is so much more to this psalm! If you have time read it all. (If you 

are accessing these prayers in digital form you can use the link or you can 

find it in the hymn books at StF 835 and H&P 883. You might also like to 

look up Bernadette Farrell’s beautiful setting of the psalm – StF 728. 
 

 

Day      Psalm Our District Prayer Diary  For our Wider World 

Sun 19th July 
Ps. 86: 1-13 

Middlesbrough & Eston 

Circuit 

Those living alone, far from 
families or without family ties.  

Mon 20th July 
Ps. 81 

Stockton Circuit Those who live in full or 

crowded households. 

Tues 21st July 
Ps. 84 

Castle Eden Circuit Care homes and sheltered 

accommodation, incl MHA. 

Wed 22nd July 
 Ps. 63: 1-8 

Stokesley Circuit Graduates seeking jobs at this 

challenging time. 

Thur 23rd July 
Ps. 100 

- Cleveland & Danby Circuit Those with insufficient food 

around our world. 

Fri 24th July 
Ps. 87 

Bishop Auckland & Shildon 
Circuit 

Teachers as a difficult term 
ends and young people leave. 

Sat 25th July 
Ps. 126 

Durham & Deerness Valley 
Circuit 

Equal and just treatment for 

all people. 

 



  



Lectio divina   during week beginning 19th July 2020  

Matthew 13: 24-30  The Parable of Weeds among the Wheat 

24 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while 
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 
and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then 
the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and 
said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, 
did these weeds come from?” 28 He answered, “An enemy has done this.” 
The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” 29 But 
he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat 
along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and 
at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them 
in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’ 

LECTIO: READING 
As you read the words what do you notice about the context, can you imagine the scene? 
Think about who Jesus was speaking to?  There are some clues about where he was and 
who he spoke to in other verses in Matthew chapter 13.   

Jesus’ explanation of the parable can be found in Matthew 13: 36-43. 

 
 

MEDITATIO: MEDITATING 
What does the passage mean for you today?  Which words is Jesus speaking to you? 
 
 

ORATIO: PRAYER 
Respond sharing all you have noticed with God.  Listen for God to respond to you. 
 
 

CONTEMPLATIO: CONTEMPLATION 
Relax and be still in God’s presence. Invite  the Holy Spirit to guide your response. 

 

Matthew 13: 36-43  Jesus Explains the Parable of the Weeds 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 
approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 
field.’ 37He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 
Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers 
are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will 
it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they 
will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they 
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

Other Lectionary readings for 19th July 

Genesis 28: 10-19a; Psalm 139: 1-12; 23-24; Romans 8: 12-25  

 

Finding a rhythm of prayer and reflection in lockdown. 
Resources for our daily prayers and reflection: 

The Methodist Prayer Handbook offers a lectionary and prayers for each 

day. The 2020/21 Prayer Handbook ‘The Earth is the Lord’s’ is now available 

to pre-order from Methodist Publishing Tel. 0845 017 8220. 

If you do not have the current handbook and have access to the website 

you can find: 

 Prayer of the Day on the Methodist Church website.  

 A Word in Time on the Methodist Church website follows the 
lectionary in the prayer handbook, giving a prayer and a reflection on 
the bible passage of the day.  

Praying with the words of a hymn 

Thanksgiving: StF 81 / H&P 566 Now thank we all our God  (Martin Rinkart). 

Times of death and grieving: StF 733 God hold us, enfold us, through 

desolate loss (Marjorie Dobson); H&P 672 Commit thou all thy griefs (Paul 

Gerhardt, translated by John Wesley).   


