
 

His image remind me of Rublev’s famous image of the Trinity.  As you hear 

the Ascension story again today, where do you see God the Father? God the 

Son? God the Holy Spirit?    

Where are you in the story? 

Closing Hymn  StF 327  

Jesus is King and I will extol him, give him the glory and honour his name;  

he reigns on high, enthroned in the heavens – Word of the Father exalted 

for us. 

 
Closing prayer and blessing 

Praise to you our heavenly Father, 

Praise to you the ascended Son, 

Praise to you O Holy Spirit, 

Eternal God and three in one. 

 

May the love of God fill us this day, that we may live boldly as disciples of 

the ascended Christ, our Saviour and our inspiration.  May the peace of 

God be with us all until we gather again. Amen 

Ascension Day Service - 21 May 2020 

written for the North East Region 

Call to Worship 

5God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

    the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

    sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; 

    sing to him a psalm of praise. 
8 God reigns over the nations; 

    God is seated on his holy throne.  Psalm 47: v5-8 (NIV) 
 

Hymn StF 300 / H&P 197  

Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia – Charles Wesley 

We pray together: 

Risen and ascended Lord Jesus, we bring our thanks today. 

Thank you that you were willing to humble yourself  

to take on human form. 

Thank you that you walked this earth  

to tell us of God in word and example. 

Thank you for your willingness to walk the road to Jerusalem, 

even to Gethsemane and Calvary. 

Thank you for dying on our behalf,   

and for rising again demonstrating that death cannot have victory. 

Now we remember that you rose not only from the grave,  

but from the earth, 

and that you live and reign victorious with your Father in heaven. 

Alleluia!  Glory be given to you now and forever.  Amen. 

Jacques de Voragine, 

Ascension; Légende dorée.  

Source: gallica.bnf.fr Bibliothèque 

nationale de France, Département 

des manuscrits, Français 241, fol. 

124v.  

 

Pause for a moment to look 

at Jacques de Voragine’s  

representation of the 

Ascension of Christ. 

 

 



Acts 1: 1-11   

The Ascension of Jesus and the Promise of the Holy Spirit 

Comment 

Luke begins his second book, the Acts of the Apostles, with the 

momentous event with which he concluded his Gospel account of the 

life of Christ.  It is the moment at which the risen Jesus rises in a second 

way as he is lifted up before the eyes of the disciples and is hidden from 

view by a cloud.  Hence we call the day on which we remember this 

event “Ascension Day”.  The triumphant completion of Christ’s earthly 

ministry is captured so well by Charles Wesley in the hymn we sang. The 

24 Alleluias in our hymn book versions emphasise the glory of this 

moment when God’s purpose is fulfilled. 

 

Poet Malcolm Guite imagines the moment from the perspective of the 

gathered disciples (malcolmguite.wordpress.com): 

Ascension  by Malcolm Guite  

We saw his light break through the cloud of glory 
Whilst we were rooted still in time and place 
As earth became a part of Heaven’s story 
And heaven opened to his human face. 
We saw him go and yet we were not parted 
He took us with him to the heart of things 
The heart that broke for all the broken-hearted 
Is whole and Heaven-centred now, and sings, 
Sings in the strength that rises out of weakness, 
Sings through the clouds that veil him from our sight, 
Whilst we our selves become his clouds of witness 
And sing the waning darkness into light, 
His light in us, and ours in him concealed, 
Which all creation waits to see revealed . 

Guite seeks to explain the paradox of Christ’s glory being at once 

revealed and concealed in the mystery of the Ascension. He captures 

also our own commission to continue the work of Jesus on earth.  A task 

we must take seriously if we are to live lives worthy of Christ’s name. 

[For a longer service include here Ephesians 1: 15-23. For a comment 

see The Great 50 Days- Day 28]  

…and so let us pray  

Prayers 

(please add your own prayers in the silence and at … ) 

Eternal God 

Your son was humbled for a season, living on earth as he did. 

We are humbled to call ourselves his disciples, your children. 

Forgive us when we do not reflect the pattern he taught,  

when we do not reveal your love for your world. 

Silence in which to offer our own personal confessions. 

Thank you that in Christ’s death and rising we can know forgiveness  

and reconciliation with you.  Abundant Grace indeed. 

 

Emboldened by the glory we have witnessed we bring our prayers  

for the world you love so much. 

A world ravaged by pandemic, warfare, poverty and injustice…. 

A world which still bears the scars of man’s greed and corruption…. 

A world which shows the best of community care and 

neighbourliness…. 

Raise our eyes to you.  Draw our hearts close to yours this day,  

and by your Spirit bolden and empower us to share your love in all the 

ways we can 

today and everyday.  Amen. 


