
 

Day For our District  For our Wider World 

Sunday 5 

April 

Stockton Circuit  

The radio station project 

Funeral directors,  crematoria 

 

Monday 6 

April 

 

Castle Eden Circuit  

The new community 

@689 

 

Shop workers, delivery and 

logistics teams. 

 

Tuesday 7 

April 

 

Stokesley Circuit 

Wesley Mouse stories 

 

People and manufacturers 

who have changed work to 

support the current need. 
 

Wednesday 

8 April 

 

Cleveland & Danby 

Circuit 

The community at 

Redcar 

 

Foodbanks across our region 

responding to increased 

demand at present 

 

Thursday 9 

April 

 

Bishop Auckland & 

Shildon 

Woodhouse Close 

 

Politicians and leaders making 

decisions in response to Covid-

19 
 

Friday 10 

April  

 

Durham & Deerness 

Valley Circuit 

City Service Providers 

 

Those who feel isolated, lonely 

and forgotten. Those 

struggling unnoticed. 
 

Saturday 28 

March 

 

West Durham Circuit 

Farming and rural 

communities  

 

Those across the world who 

have contracted Covid-19 and 

those caring for them. 
 
The offering & prayer of dedication: During this time of social distancing, if you are able, 
please set aside your usual offering : in doing so you will enable the church to continue 
responding to the work of God.  
 

Crucified and risen Christ, I offer my gifts and myself as a thank 
offering for all you have given to me, my Lord and my Saviour. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

A blessing 
May the mighty God uphold us. May the self-giving Son redeem us 
May the empowering Spirit sustain us. Now and always. Amen 

 
 

 

United in Christ across Darlington District 
Palm Sunday, 5 April 2020 

 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   Zechariah 9:9 NRSV 

Hymn StF262/H&P160 ‘All glory, laud, and honour’  

Prayers of adoration: we remember that we are not alone... 
Lord God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
We meet together as part of your church  
with the promise of Jesus’ presence 
and the Holy Spirit’s help 
to praise and worship you! 

Lord God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
We join with sisters and brothers in Jesus  
across your world 
to praise and worship you! 

Lord God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
We join with all your creation 
in this and every dimension 
to praise and worship you! 

Lord God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
We join with all the hosts of heaven  
around your throne of glory 
to praise and worship you! 

Lord God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
We join with all who have gone before us  
in the communion of saints 

to praise and worship you! 

Lord God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
One God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity, 
we meet in Jesus’ name to praise and worship you!  

 



Reading: Matthew 21:1-11 
 

Prayers of confession & reconciliation  
Lord Jesus,  
that first Palm Sunday there were people quite like us in the 
crowds: 
 

Those who followed the crowd 
Forgive us when we are easily swayed 
 

Those who wanted you to be their kind of Messiah 
Forgive us when we try to mould you into our image 
 

Those who were looking for their own kingdom, not God’s Kingdom 
Forgive us when we confuse our desires with God’s Kingdom 
 

Those who turned against you  
  when you didn’t do what they wanted 
Forgive us when we expect you to do what we want,  
  whilst we don’t want to do what you expect of us  
 

For all the ways in which we have let you down 
  in thought, word and action 
  as individuals and as your community  
  good Lord forgive us we pray: 
Amen 
 

We read the promise from Scripture: 
‘There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free 
from the law of sin and death.’     Romans 8:1-2 NRSV 

 
 

Engagement with the Bible reading  
We begin Holy Week with Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. What 
an occasion it must have been, loaded with symbolic images and meaning. 
Jesus’ starting point, the Mount of Olives, is significant as it is associated 
in scripture with the coming of the Lord (Zechariah 14:4). 

Matthew begins by describing the remarkable provision of a donkey and 
colt for Jesus to ride on. The disciples follow Jesus’ instructions and return 
with the animals that he had told them they would find. Matthew (verse 4) 
interprets this as the fulfilment of Zechariah’s prophecy (Zechariah 9:9-10) 
proclaiming a King who comes as Saviour on a lowly colt, not with powerful 

horses and chariots. Jesus is fully in control and aware of what his last few 
days on earth will bring. People spread their cloaks on the road before 
Jesus, in a customary greeting for a victorious king or an important person 
(2 Kings 9:13). They shout, ‘God bless him who comes in the name of the 
Lord’ (verse 9), echoing the words of Psalm 118:25-26.  

Jesus’ dramatic entrance couldn’t have come at a worse time for the 
religious authorities. Jerusalem was packed with pilgrims who had come 
to celebrate the Passover (Luke 22:7). Matthew tells us, ‘When Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, the whole city was thrown into uproar. “Who is he?” 
the people asked’ (verse 10). The Pharisees didn’t accept Jesus or his 
teaching and wanted to prevent others from following him. Nothing could 
be worse than this noisy, public, hero’s welcome. They may have feared, 
with good reason, the brutal intervention of the Roman soldiers to restore 
public order. 

His followers believed Jesus to be the Messiah; the religious leaders didn’t 
believe him and many were undecided. People’s responses to Jesus still 
vary today. Who is Jesus − a prophet, a healer, a good teacher or is he 
the Messiah, the Son of God?  

Join us as we follow his story through Holy week to Good Friday and 
beyond. 
 

Hymn StF 265/ H&P 159: ‘Ride on, ride on in majesty’ 
 

A prayer of thanks: 
Even in troubled times we say 
Thank you Lord! 
 

For reconciling all things to yourself in Jesus Christ our Lord 
Thank you Lord! 
 

For all your love, mercy and grace toward all humankind 
Thank you Lord! 
 

For your Holy Spirit present in your world and in our lives 
Thank you Lord! 

 

Prayers of concern A time to remember before God the needs of our 
world and communities, our friends, family and those we don’t know. 
Overleaf are some pointers for our prayers this week...  
 


