
LECTIO DIVINA          RESURRECTION LIFE 
John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45 (NRSVA)       The full reading is John 11:1-45.   
3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4 But 

when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for 

God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 5 Accordingly, 

though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that 

Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after 

this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’   

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 

four days.  

20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 

stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you 

ask of him.’ 23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24 Martha said to 

him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25 Jesus 

said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 

though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 

die. Do you believe this?’ 27 She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 

he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, ‘Where have you 

laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So 

the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37 But some of them said, ‘Could not he 

who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 

stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister 

of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has 

been dead for four days.’ 40 Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you 

believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41 So they took away the stone. And 

Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I 

knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 

standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ 43 When he had said 

this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44 The dead man came out, 

his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 

Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him. 

*Other Readings: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:8-11 

LECTIO - READING: 
As you read underline or highlight words which stand out for you. Notice and 

appreciate what is written. What is the overriding message for all readers? 

 

Mary and Martha are very close friends of Jesus, they are dismayed when he 

appears to arrive too late.  From the outset Jesus is aware that his Father has a 

glorious purpose (verse 4) yet he shares their grief (verses 33-35). 

Jesus declares ‘I am the resurrection and the life’ , he promises that those who 

believe in him will never die (verses 25-26).  

Notice the different reactions from those affected by the events. 

 

Think about the context and meaning of this passage. 
 

MEDITATIO - MEDITATION: 
 What things strike you personally from this story? 

 How does this story relate to your context today? 

 ‘I am the resurrection and the life.’ What does this mean for you? 

 What does ‘eternal life’ mean to you? 

 

ORATIO - PRAYER: 
Respond to God in prayer. Bring your hopes and fears to him and thank God  

for loving care, for hope even in death. 

 

CONTEMPLATIO - CONTEMPLATION: 
Read Romans 8:8-11  
8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.  9 You, however, are 

not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit 

of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not 

belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject 

to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if 

the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised 

Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit 

who lives in you. 

Let these verses strengthen your faith and confidence in God’s promises. 

Rest in God’s presence. Allow yourself to know God’s sustaining love with you. 

Acknowledgements This lectio divina includes extracts from Sunday Gospel readings by 
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SHARING IN PRAYER FOR OUR DISTRICT AND OUR WORLD 

Almighty Father, we hold before you a hurting and reeling world, and this 

District where much of normal life has stopped.  Thank you that you never stop. 

Your love and grace abounds today and every day. Help us even confined as 

we are to raise our eyes to you and in so doing to reflect your love to the world 

around as we seek to do what Jesus showed by his example. Pour out your 

Spirit in this time of struggle and give us courage for this day.  Amen 

Day For our District  
(based on the District Prayer Card) 

For our World please add 

prayers for things you have 

heard in the news today 

Sunday 29 

March 

Ecumenical Partners 

- Church beyond walls, unity 

in this time of minimal 

movement 

Churches around the world, 

especially those seeking to 

respond to the pandemic. 

Monday 30 

March 

The Chinese Congregations in 

Middlesbrough and Durham. 

Hong Kong Conference, 

Miathene Synod, Kenya. 

Tuesday 

31 March 

Other Faith Communities in 

the District 

Students struggling after the 

cancellation of exams / 

continuing study at home 

Wednesday 

1 April 

Our Chair and Deputies: 

Richard Andrew, Bev Hollings, 

John Squares. The leadership 

team. 

President, Barbara Glasson 

and Vice President Clive 

Marsh 

Thursday 2  

April 

Administrators and others 

working to keep us connected. 

 

The Prime Minister, Chief 

Medical Advisor and 

Chancellor.  

Friday 3 

April 

Darlington Circuit 

- The new church at The 

Well 

NHS workers, care staff, 

support staff, medical staff 

and nurses. 

Saturday 4 

April 

Middlesbrough & Eston Circuit  

- MAP Asylum support 

Key workers providing 

essential services 

Some things you might like to include in your prayers for our region this week. 

Our coastal communities as the authorities seek to enforce the ‘stay at home’ 

instruction to stay away from beaches and beauty spots. 

Children who cannot visit their local park and play area to use up energy. 

Those with an uncertain wait for postponed operations in our hospitals. 

James Cook, North Tees University and other hospitals treating victims of the 

virus. The families of those who have died with the virus, and those unable to 

visit close family and friends who are in hospitals, nursing homes and other 

residences at this time. 

 

Holy God, 

I pray for all those who are struggling 

today with isolation, loneliness, 

shortage of provisions and a sense 

of being unloved and forgotten. May 

they each know your peace. 

I pray for those for whom their home 

is not a safe place, for children and 

parents struggling with being 

together 24/7, where tempers are 

frayed and patience is thin. May they 

have your wisdom. For those in 

abusive relationships where work no 

longer offers an escape. For those 

where substance abuse leads to 

human abuse. Protect them and 

bring restoration. 

Be with all who are seeking to offer 

care without the protective resources 

equipment and supplies they need.  

For those working long hours and 

those set-aside due to self-isolation. 

Give each strength to cope. 

Be with those working to open a new 

hand-sanitiser factory near 

Middlesbrough. Grant safety, O Lord. 

I pray for our rural communities, 

those continuing to work on the land, 

those struggling to find supplies, 

those cut off where transport is not 

running. May all feel connected. 

Travel with taxi drivers taking key 

workers to serve in Middlesbrough. 

Sustain shops opening early for key 

workers in Hartlepool, and all those 

keeping our communities supported. 

Lord in your mercy hear our prayer 

for all those who most need your 

love this day. May the power of your 

Spirit be known across our land. 

Amen 

If you are concerned about a risk of abuse here are two websites with  

https://apple.news/AzttzfJHsSuSsLnDXvr546Qhttps://www.restoredrelationships.

org/news/2020/03/19/working-home-and-domestic-abuse/ 


