
 

Father we pray specifically for frontline workers. We pray that when 

they give their all, they are protected and cared for. Give them 

strength and wisdom they need. Help them to not forget 

themselves and provide them with food and rest. Be their healing 

power. 

The Lord hears our prayer. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Lord’s prayer: 

Our Father in heaven… 

 

Opportunity to make your offering: 

During this time, if you are able, please set aside your usual offering 

to give later or give by bank transfer if you prefer. In doing so you 

will enable the church to continue responding to the work of God. 

Crucified and risen Christ, I offer my gifts and myself as a thank-

offering for all you have given to me, my Lord and my Saviour. Amen.   

 

 

A prayer of blessing  

May you know the deep peace of the God who knows you 

and perfectly loves you. 

May you take the yoke of Jesus upon you,  

knowing that he bears your load with you. 

May you know the indwelling Spirit bringing you wisdom and peace.  

Amen. 
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Call to worship: 

As we come before your throne, 

Take away our blindness, Lord. 

Open out eyes that we might truly see you: 

Our Shepherd, our Comforter, our Redeemer. Amen 

 

 

Hymn: StF 370 / H&P 280 Breathe on me breath of God 

Sing, read or pray through the words of this hymn. 

 

Let us pray together: 

 

Lord, you do not change; you are always there, and you always will be. 

We praise you for your greatness, which holds our smallness; 

for your majesty, which was once clothed with our humanity; 

for your sovereignty, which embraces our frailty;  

for your holiness, which exposes our sinfulness; 

for your wholeness, which heals our brokenness; 

for your glory, which fills our emptiness;  

for your love, which gives us life; 

for your Son, who claims us for his own; 

for your Spirit, who empowers us for worship, witness and service. 

 

We have come to praise you for the coming of Christ our Saviour, and 

the Saviour of the world. In his name. 

Amen. 

 

 

  



Prayers of confession 

 

Father, you did not promise that life would be easy or trouble free. 

But we have come to expect that it was our right that everything should 

always work out just as we wanted. 

We become angry when people are difficult, and we are easily 

frustrated when things go wrong.  

We say we have put our trust in you, but we are often afraid of the 

future’s uncertainties and overwhelmed by the troubles of today.  

Forgive our foolishness and our hard-heartedness. 

Forgive our self-deceit, our indifference towards others and our apathy 

over the things that really matter. 

Forgive, cleanse and renew us, Lord. 

For your glory’s sake. Amen. 

 

Today’s reading from the Old Testament is Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

Today’s Gospel reading comes to us from John 11:1-45 

 

Take your time in reading these passages. Let the word dwell in you 

and take note of a word or phrase that stands out to you. Or maybe 

you notice something that you have never heard before, something 

odd or something comforting.  

 

Let us reflect together on John 11:1-45: 

 

Jesus comes to Mary and Martha in their grief. Jesus weeps with 

them sharing in their pain, comforting them with his actions. Jesus is 

with us in whatever we are going through and however we are 

experiencing it.  

 

When Jesus raises Lazarus, it is an ultimate sign of transformation. 

But the affect of this is not just on Lazarus’ life. It is also felt in the 

lives of Mary and Martha. When we are transformed through Jesus, 

we should reflect it in our lives, for example through helping others. 

The effects will be felt wider than we can see or understand.  

 

This last of the signs in John’s Gospel shows Jesus has power over life 

and death. It is a prophetic sign. Resurrection is not just what happens 

to us when we die. It’s a pattern for living in this life – dying to our old 

self and rising with God. Where are you seeing resurrection power at 

work today? 

 

Hymn: StF 481 The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want 

Sing, read or pray through the words of this hymn. 

The traditional version of this hymn can be found in StF 480 / H&P 70. 

 

 

Prayers of intercession 

 

Father we pray for the whole church, which you called into being 

through your Son. We are aware that it was always your intention that 

your church should be a blessing to all people everywhere. 

We ask that by your Holy Spirit your church may be daily renewed and 

empowered for the task for which you gave it life. 

The Lord hears our prayer. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

Father we pray for the world and what it must deal with today on a 

global scale. We never expected anything like this to take over 

everything we know and people we hold dear. We ask that you remind 

us daily of your resurrection power. We ask that you give us the words 

and actions we need to spread hope and love to everyone around us. 

No matter what comes next, help us to reach out in a way that is 

needed. 

The Lord hears our prayer. 

Thanks be to God.  


